


Phonics

grapheme
letters

phoneme 
the sound the letters 

make 

segment
breaking a word into 
the sounds within it

c/a/t

blend
putting the sounds back 

together to hear the 

word as a whole



I spy with 
my little eyeé

bus

bag

bat

ball 

Phonological awareness is the ability to hear sounds in spoken language. Although this is all part of phase 1 phonics, it 

is important that children have a secure understanding of these skills, so that they can progress in reading and writing. 

Please continue to play games that encourage children to hear different sounds. The Letters and Sounds website has 

many games you can play too. 

Complete Rhyming Strings
If you canõt think of anymore 

words, can you make up your own 
silly words that sound the same 
e.g. ten, hen, pen, spen , chen

Clap the Syllables in Words
e.g. Letõs name the fruit in the 

fruit basket
App -le, grape, ban -an -a, mel -

on

Alliteration
Choose a letter and see how 
many things you can name 

beginning with that letter

Play I spy..
To begin with let children choose from a 

small selection of objects and discuss 
their initial sounds as you try and work 

out what it is that they are spying
e.g. it canõt be teddy because teddy 
begins with ôtõ and you said ômõ

Robot Talking
Move your arms like a robot and 
say each sound in simple words 
and then blend them to say the 

word as a whole 
e.g. d/o/g = dog, p/e/n = pen



In phase 2 children learn 

the initial letter sounds. They 

are taught in this order, a 

set per week.
Set 1:s, a, t, p
Set 2:i, n, m, d
Set 3:g, o, c, k
Set 4:ck, e, u, r

Set 5:h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

We use the Jolly Phonics 

songs and freeze frames to 

support learning. The songs 

can be found on youtube if 

you would like to use them 
at home.

The beginning of phase 3



Our daily phonics lessons are taught in 4 parts.

Revisit and review - We look at the sounds that we have already learnt either using flashcards or our sound mats. 
This is done really quickly with the actions being used as we say the sound. 

Teach - We learn our new sound, looking at the formation of the letter and the rhyme/song that goes with it. We 
will also introduce our new tricky word.

Practice - We play games that enable us to blend and segment simple words using the new and previously learnt 
sounds. Such as sorting words with the new sound, robot talking words containing the new sound.

Apply - We will read or write a caption together or independently. This will contain our new sound and tricky word. 
For example The cat sat on a big mat. 



It is important that children say and hear the pure sound and do not add ôughõ to the end. If you 

would like examples of how to pronounce each phase 2 and 3 sound there is a useful video on 

YouTube linked below. Alternatively speak to your childõs class teacher who will be happy to help. 

https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v= -ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


We are still currently learning our 

phase 2 sounds in school and will 

look at phase 3 sounds as part of 

our spring parent workshop after 

Christmas.



We donõt just use sound mats 
during phonics lessons, we use 

them all the time when we are 

writing too. Even when children 

have learnt their sounds, we use 
sound mats to make sure they 

are forming letters correctly.

There is a copy of the phase 2 

sound mat in your childõs Home 

School Diary. Please use it to 

support writing at home. 



Tricky words are words that can not be decoded by segmenting and blending and have to be learnt 

on sight. To support your child learning these words, you could stick them up around your home, 

anytime you see a word you have to say it. These tricky words can be found in your childõs Home 

School Diary. 



At Winton we strive to embed a love of reading in all children from as early as reception. The children are 

exposed to a variety of stories throughout the school day including picture books, short chapter books, 

audio books and visiting our school library once a week. Above are a few ideas how you can help to 

develop a love of reading at home and it is important to ensure reading experiences are positive. If you 

would like support with encouraging your child to read at home, please speak to their class teacher. 

There is also a helpful video which you can find on the reception page of our school website. 



Above is Wintonõs reading flight path, some children will move quicker or slower through these colour bands depending on their ability, 
but it is used as a guide for an expected child. Once children begin to learn phase 2 phonics they will begin to access pink boo ks using 
their segmenting and blending skills to decode words. These books will also include the tricky words children need to know on sight. We 
want children to be able to confidently read a banded book without overt segmenting and blending before moving on to the next
colour band. Above are also examples of the colour bookmarks that are sent home each time your child moves along the flight p ath . 
The bookmarks will give you information on what we expect your child to be able to do when reading at this level and includes
characteristics of the band. On the back you will find tips on how to support your child with their reading at home. 


